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DDP Programs Director: Dr Paul Kariuki 

THE POWER OF CIVIC EDUCATION 

Over the last two decades, South Africa has always used 

education as a tool for empowering citizens to engage with 

each other and government towards deepening democracy 

in the country. Indeed, education is a powerful tool for 

promoting civic responsibility. As one scholar, Edward 

Everett said, “Education is a better is a safeguard of liberty 

than a standing army”. Our former president, Nelson 

Mandela, once said “Education is the most powerful 

weapon which you can use to change the world”.  It is 

undeniable that education is the best corrective remedy for 

most of the social-economic-political challenges plaguing 

our society.  

Whilst the government has taken significant steps towards 

addressing education inequities facing the country after 

decades of oppression under apartheid there is still more 

work to be done. Despite these efforts to redress these 

inequities, many of our citizens fail to thrive and are stuck in 

cycles of generational deprivation socially and 

economically. Is the lack of civic education by default or by 

design? 

In South Africa, education reform has become a focal point 

for the endeavour of enhancing citizens’ capacity to engage 

in public life confidently as well as holding their leaders 

accountable. However, our education system excludes civic 

education in its curriculum and this could be one of the 

contributing factors towards apathy in society. Reinforcing 

civic responsibility amongst citizens requires much more 

than political dialogues. The absence of civic education in 

schools and tertiary institutions has left ordinary citizens 

with scanty knowledge about active …Read more  

DDP NEWSLETTER-2ND 
ISSUE 

EDITOR 

Sthabiso Mdledle 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Dr Paul Kariuki 

Sihle Phungula 

Jais Mbewe 

Jonathan Annipen 

 

 

We would love to hear from you! 

Leave a comment! 

@ddpdemocracy | Facebook.com/ 

Twitter.com / Youtube.com | you 

can also visit our website at 

ddp.org.za and share your stories! 

                                        

@ddpdemocracy & DDP Durban 

NPC 

DDP is Funded by the Konrad -

Adenauer- Stiftung (KAS) 

Foundation 

Follow @KAS_SA    Facebook and 

Twitter  

 

 

 

https://city-press.news24.com/Voices/how-we-can-reclaim-legacy-of-freedom-20180424
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DDP FORUM ON THE LAND QUESTION 
         

 
 

 
 

DESIGNING EFFECTIVE POLITICAL 
CAMPAIGNS USING SOCIAL 

MEDIA 
 

 
 

                                                                         Activating, Educating and Mobilising Citizens. 

Above: Aubrey Matshiqi, Rama Naidu, Paul Kariuki, Brian Bhengu, with 

representatives from AFRA, Abahlali Movement and IFP representatives 

at the Land Forum at Diakonia last week. (Picture: Sthabiso Mdledle) 

Below right: KZNCC CEO Dr 

Douglas Dziva with DDP 

Executive Director Dr Rama 

Naidu at the re-launch of KZN’s 

Democracy and Election Forum in 

Durban. 

Picture: Xola Nkabinde  

The Democracy Development 

Program (DDP) hosted a citizen 

forum at Diakonia on the 01 

June 2018 to unpack the issue 

of land ownership and 

redistribution in the country. 

This was prompted by recent 

debates on parliament’s motion 

to expropriate land without 

compensation and the 

proposition to amend Section 

25 of the constitution, as a 

solution for dealing with what 

seems to be a deadlock…Read 

more 

 

Below right: Representative of 

different political parties in KZN 

at the DDP social media 

workshop at Diakonia with 

facilitator Rob Riedlinger and 

Rama Naidu from DDP.  

Picture: Sthabiso Mdledle 

 

DDP has provided political 

parties with a training on how 

to design social media 

campaigns and to use this tool 

for campaigning. The aim of the 

workshop was to enhance 

political party’s capacities to 

develop social media crisis 

management plans; identifying 

effective social media platforms 

for Impactful communication; 

and which effective tools for 

tracking online political 

campaigns.  

DDP NEWS 

mailto:http://ddp.org.za/our-work/example-program/ddp-land-question-forum
mailto:http://ddp.org.za/our-work/example-program/ddp-land-question-forum
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 DDP AND DIAKONIA FORUM- 
citizen’s conversation on the 

chilling phenomenon of Femicide 

 

NPO'S BOARD 
GOVERNANCE AND 

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

 
 

  

Above: DDP and Diakonia Staff with Political analyst Lukhona Mnguni at 

the DDP and Diakonia Femicide Forum 14 June 2018. 

Democracy Development 
Program in partnership with 
Diakonia Council of Churches 
hosted a very engaging public 
Femicide Forum to discuss this 
issue and attempt to create 
meaningful steps towards 
awareness-building to curb 
future violence. 

The objective of this forum was 
to connect and activate civil 
society members to seek 
change in society concerning 
femicide and issues ….Read 
more 

 

 

Every NPO needs to be 
financially sustainable to 
accomplish its mission and 
realize its vision. Board 
members play a critical role in 
ensuring that their 
organizations are sustainable. 

This workshop equipped NGO 
board members from around 
Durban with information that 
will inspire them to play an 
active role towards financial 
sustainability of their 
respective 
organizations…..Read more  

                                                                         Activating, Educating and Mobilising Citizens. 

Above: Delegates at the NPO'S Board Governance and Financial 

Sustainability Workshop at Diakonia in Durban 

    Picture: Sthabiso Mdledle 

mailto:http://ddp.org.za/our-work/example-program/ddp-and-diakonia-forum
mailto:http://ddp.org.za/our-work/example-program/ddp-and-diakonia-forum
mailto:http://ddp.org.za/our-work/community-in-practice/npos-board-governance-and-financial-sustainability
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            DOOR TO DOOR FOUNDATION       

  

 

SPRINGBOARD MINISTRIES 

 

With the end of apartheid in 1994, most civic organizations and regional organizations went 

into sleep. However, due to the changing nature of the challenges which are now mostly the 

lack of proper understanding by the citizens of how democracy works; a significant problem 

is consistently posed, of how the citizens can hold its government accountable and most 

importantly is how people can put a demand on the constitution for proficient service 

delivery… Read more  

 

 

 

This is a Non-Profit Company 

with just over two years in 

existence. However, they are 

hitting the ground running. They 

are already working with local 

communities and their impact is 

felt. 

“We look beyond our lack of 

funding but partner with private 

sector, government and civic 

groups such as DDP in our 

efforts to drive change. To date 

we have assisted unemployed 

youth secure learnership 

programs, skills training and 

continue to conduct job 

preparedness trainings and 

many other initiatives that seek 

to advance the…. Read more 

Impact Stories of 
our work in 

strengthening 

civil society 

organizations 

Above: Founder and leader of D2D Foundation, Sihle Phungula, 

at Umkomaas Town Hall during the women’s dialogue 

“We play chess – We talk about: human dignity – 

right to shelter – right to education – right to be 

protected from abuse etc. and most importantly 

we have dialogues on responsibilities”. 

                                                                         Activating, Educating and Mobilising Citizens. 

http://ddp.org.za/blog
http://ddp.org.za/blog
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MINORITY FRONT COUNCILLOR SHARES 

HOW DDP SHAPED HIS GROWTH  

 

TRAINING OF CIVIC EDUCATION PROCESS FACILLITATOR : 20 CIVIC 

EDUCATION DIALOGUES CONDUCTED   

 

Civic Education dialogues with our 

partners in different communities in 

Durban surrounding areas, 

Pietermaritzburg, INK area, Durban 

Central and surrounding townships, 

Umtubatuba and in the South Coast. So 

far, this has seen 20 civic education 

dialogues conducted in different 

townships, rural areas, informal 

settlements and regions in KwaZulu Natal. 

The areas include…Read More  

 

Councillor Jonathan Annipen of 

the Minority Front has been 

attending and participating in a 

series of DDP interventions. And 

he shares how the relationship 

with DDP has enabled his 

leadership as a politician and as a 

citizen… Read more 

Impact Stories of 
our work with 

political parties 

Above: Councillor Jonathan Annipen- Minority Front                                                                             

                                                                                                   

         DEMOCRACY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM:  Activating, Educating and Mobilising Citizens.   |0313049305 | info@ddp.org.za 

 

 

                                                                         

Above: Civic Education Dialogue at UMgababa hall in the South Coast, 

convener: DDP and Door to Door Foundation. 

http://ddp.org.za/our-work/community-in-practice/training-of-civic-education-process-facillitator-20-civic-education-dialogues-conducted
http://ddp.org.za/blog/minority-front-councillor-shares-how-ddp-shaped-his-growth
http://ddp.org.za/
mailto:info@ddp.org.za

