
STATEMENT AGAINST GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 

The Democracy Development Programme (DDP) strongly condemns violence inflicted by men on 

women. We have noted with sadness the rampant war against the bodies of South African women; 

women violated and killed by men - some whose bodies are never found. Very few of these women 

ever receive any form of justice. Last year on 1st August 2018, women across the country, led 

marches against Gender Based Violence. Just over a year later not much has changed. Men 

continue to rape women. Men continue to kill women. Men continue to make crime scenes out of 

women’s bodies. Women continuously feel unsafe. Women continuously re-live the trauma and 

victimization whilst men, the perpetrators, are free. 

We have noted the government’s response on social media and are appalled at the passive tone of 

their response. It is a response that lacks emphasis on men as perpetrators but rather suggests that 

women should speak up in order to prevent continued victimization; that it is their responsibility 

to ensure that they are not abused. We are even angrier at President Cyril Ramaphosa’s silence 

during such a critical time. We urge the President to declare a state of emergency. We are tired of 

men making statistics out of women. The raping and killing of even one woman, is one woman 

too many. 

As an organization we fully support the call for a march to ‘End Violence Against Womxn’ 

(#IWILLNOTBENEXT) which will be outside the International Convention Centre (ICC) on 

Friday, 6th September 2019 at 10am. We encourage all civil society organizations in Durban to go 

out in their numbers and rally behind this unfortunate but important cause. We also call on the 

justice system, a system that has failed women countless times, to act swiftly on this matter. 

Furthermore, we call on all men to be vocal and take a stand against such atrocities; to no longer 

remain silent in the face of injustice. Violence against women is not a woman’s only issue, but it 

is a human rights issue and therefore needs more than just women to fight against it. 

As the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres states, “Not until the half of our 

population represented by women and girls can live free from fear, violence and everyday 

insecurity, can we truly say we live in a fair and equal world”. There surely can be no resting in 

peace without justice. 
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