
STATEMENT AGAINST XENOPHOBIA IN SOUTH AFRICA 

The Democracy Development Programme (DDP), African Solidarity Network (ASONET) and 

Africa Unite (AU) condemns strongly every act of violence against African Nationals living in 

Gauteng and in South Africa. We have noted the atrocities that have been meted against our 

African brothers and sisters without clear reason. Only a handful of perpetrators of violence and 

looters of shops operated by African migrants in Gauteng have been arrested. Moreover, over the 

last weekend, cargo trucks were set ablaze along the N3 highway in KwaZulu Natal, a chronic 

challenge beleaguering the province even after national and provincial government engagements 

with the various stakeholders in the transport and trucking industries.  

Moreover, it is concerning that the government has remained silent on these atrocities and it 

appears to drag its feet in responding decisively to stop further violence acts. The questions that 

are lingering in citizens minds are who is sponsoring these violent attacks? Why are arrests not 

been made of the main plotters of these acts of violence? Have we lost all sense of morality and 

tolerance? Too many South Africans are blaming African migrants living in South Africa for 

economic ills and shortages of skills in their own societies, which are in fact caused by historical 

inequalities and government policies that have failed to address these challenges.  These and 

other questions are an indication of the depth of scourge and we demand government at all levels 

of governance to act swiftly and with urgency in bringing to an end all forms of violence against 

African migrants in South Africa. 

As civil society, we cannot remain silent whilst opportunistic looting accompanied with violence 

continue unabated and our fellow brothers and sisters from other African countries continue to be 

humiliated, displaced and tortured. Therefore, we urgently demand the following decisive actions 

from the State: 

• Speedy arrest of all sponsors of these violence attacks against African nationals; 

• No impunity for all perpetrators of violence; 

• Visible policing in all potential hotspots across the country; 

• From a human rights point of view, we urge government to protect the rights of African 

migrants irrespective of their legal status; 

We call on everyone to take steps towards ensuring that xenophobia does not take hold in our 

communities. We firmly believe that the underlying causes of xenophobia have more to do with 

the appalling social conditions that many of our poor communities’ experience on a daily basis. 

To root out divisiveness in our communities and workplaces (trucking industry in particular), the 

State and all its social partners must address the unacceptable levels of poverty, and inequality 

that feed negative sentiments to the public and provide space for exploitation and that attaches 

blame to African migrants. Moreover, we need to recognize that being a refugee is not an 

identity. It is a legal status. One that recognizes the need to protect the most vulnerable around 

the world. We must not perpetuate the division between “them” and “us”.  African migrants with 

refugee and Asylum status are our neighbors, our friends, our children’s friends and their 

parents, our local shopkeeper and the person sitting beside you in the taxi. They are members of 

our communities.  



Together, all of us must strive to build a nation that respects diversity, dignity, and human rights 

so we can collectively combat the current social ills of crime, poverty, and xenophobia. While 

unity needs to happen at a community level, it should be supported by government policies that 

provide support structures for the poor, that pioneer economic and gender justice and that protect 

all who live in South Africa.  We call on all peace-loving South Africans to practice tolerance, 

acceptance, inclusion and to work together towards building a peaceful country in regardless of 

any differences.  
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