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The year 2021 has been a defining moment for our country following the

outbreak of Covid-19 and subsequent disruptions that followed due to

lockdown restrictions since their inception in March last year. We have

continued to adapt our work to the changing times, using technology to

deliver on our vision and mission. The theme of the year is “Make Your

Vote Count”. All our efforts are geared towards mobilizing our diverse

constituency to participate in the elections, especially young people who

are eligible to vote.

We have intensified the delivery of our programs by adopting a multi-

media approach comprised of national and local (community) radio

stations, as well as social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram,

Tiktok as well as newspapers (both print and electronic).  We have

partnered with key stakeholders such as the Independent Electoral

Commission (the IEC) and civil society organizations such as the Electoral

Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa (EISA), 

1.A NOTE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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My Vote Counts (MVC), and Activate SA, a youth organization with a national footprint,  to

convene local and nationwide elections-related interventions jointly as partners.  Through these

partnerships, our footprint has grown beyond KwaZulu Natal,  reaching audiences in the Eastern

Cape, Limpopo, the Northern Cape, the Northwest,  and Mpumalanga provinces. This positive

outcome is primarily because of partnerships with like-minded civic organizations that share

our ethos and vision.

Moreover, our migration project is being implemented successfully. We have completed three

major activities,  namely, mapping research, which sought to identify the entrepreneurial

activities that both African migrant entrepreneurs and their South African counterparts are

engaging within the project sites (Umlazi,  Isipingo, KwaMakhutha, Sydenham, and KwaMashu);

Conducted capacity building workshops for journalists and civil  society organizations on

migration and related aspects as well as a stakeholders engagement where we introduced the

project to key stakeholders such as the government departments, eThekwini Municipality,

academia, media, and civil  society. We are excited about the intervention and the opportunities

it is offering us to participate in meaningful policy engagements about migration in South

Africa

The organization is well-positioned to continue being a catalyst in fulfilling its vision role in KwaZulu

Natal and beyond, leveraging on strategic relationships it has forged and nurtured over the years. It is

upon this foundation that it is building upon in preparing the citizenry for 2021 Local Government

elections.

Dr. Paul Kariuki

Happy Reading !
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VISION MISSION

We aim at deepening the
practice of democracy in
SA by building strong and
active communities that
can hold those in power 

 to account.  

We mobilize citizen
action for positive
change in society

which encourages co-
creating a world of

possibilities.

By: Encouraging citizens
in discourse and politics;

Democracy and voter
education;

Strengthening CSO &
communities' voice

through capacity building
and advocacy. 

HOW WE DO IT

Inclusiveness; 
Accountability 
Integrity;
Justice;
Empathy  

 

OUR VALUES 
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   aving begun the early parts of 2021

cautiously, DDP has started to ramp up its

work in various ways, which includes our

Civic Education process,  which was

delivered through in-person community

dialogues and on-air engagements. We’ve

further made good headway in terms of

our work related to Political Capacity

Building and Public Engagements related

to the political economy of the country.

This year will  also provide the

organization with the opportunity to roll

out a new initiative, the Migration Project,

which is co-funded by the European

Union, and our core donor, the Konrad

Adenauer Stiftung. This project seeks to

engage on various issues related to the

migrant experience in South Africa. 

Beyond that,  we are also embarking on a

process of deploying our observer mission,

and in line with that,  will  be carrying out

key training, which will  be highlighted in

this report – in an anticipation of a more

in-depth discussion over the second term.

On a positive note, we have been able to

see the resilience of not only the human

spirit but also of the public institutions

that we have entrusted the protection of

our democracy. Whilst,  in mid-2020, there

were several reports indicating that there

has been a large misappropriation of

Covid-19 relief funds, there seems to be a

move towards greater accountability, as,  in

October, the Hawks and the National

Prosecuting Authority have engaged in a

number of arrests of key individuals

involved in corruption and

maladministration.

The ability of the civil  society sector to

pivot quickly towards innovation

through the use of online platforms and

other hybrid methods to maintain

public participation mechanisms

continues to be a beacon in the public

participation space in our country. This

public participation is an important

step in the work of keeping the nature

of our democracy sufficiently open and

vibrant – towards engaging all  the

stakeholders in the governance process.

Our work cut across the building of

community capacity to engage with

local issues through our civic

engagement dialogues and local

government dialogues. We further held

critical national conversations through

our forums and online platform –

within which we were able to reach

communities outside of our existing

KwaZulu Natal,  Eastern Cape, and

Gauteng constituencies.

The organization also undertook the

task of embarking on the research and

knowledge production process which

will  be focusing on the publishing of 4

compendiums for the 2021 period– all

with the intention of unpacking various

aspects of our socio-political

environment.

Activating; Educating &
Mobilizing Citizens 

The theme of our work in 2021 is: My Vote Counts 

2. OUR WORK 
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Here is the breakdown of this program and

the work covered so far: 

a .  Citizens political education  

i .  Engaging and educating citizens on

different political issues facing the

country. This is done through different

stakeholder engagements hosted by DDP in

different communities.  

 

Here we unlock the conversations using

expects from different fields. From the

beginning of the year, a total number of 15

voter/ civic education dialogues have been

hosted in different communities in the

KZN region in partnership with DDP-

trained Associate Facilitators.  These areas

include Umlazi,  Port Shepstone, Durban

INK area, Durban Central,  Richardsbay,

and uThukela to name a few. 

Working with different stakeholders such

as the Independent Electoral Commission

(IEC) and the Mail and Guardian, DDP has

delivered robust conversations unpacking

different topics for the civil  society, and

the citizenry as a whole:  

2.1.  DEMOCRACY VOTER AND
CIVIC EDUCATION IN 2021

Democracy, Voter, and Civic education at DDP are
one of the ways in which the organization ensures
that citizens participate in the development of our
democracy. This program deals with equipping the
citizenry with the necessary tools/ knowledge to be
able to hold those in power to account, to be able to
engage stakeholders at all levels.

DDP MID-YEAR REPORT 2021

Above: Delegates at the DDP Civic Education
Dialogue facilitated by Associate Facilitator,

Nkosikhona Mpungose at the Pavillion Hotel in
Durban. 

“Creating, facilitating
and fostering spaces
for critical dialogue

and change”
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Above: Panelists and delegates at the DDP/ IEC
Seminar hosted at DDP on March 30 2021.



Communications for effective political

campaigning.

Ethical Leadership and Good

Governance: Towards an Ethical and

Development-Oriented Public Services

Mobilizing Citizens towards the Local

Government Elections

b. Capacity Building 

In this program, DDP aims to contribute to

the development of both an effective and

united voice of civil  society in KwaZulu

Natal as well as responsible political

parties,  through support and capacity

building.

We have hosted 3 capacity-building

workshops, that were aimed at capacitating

both political parties and the civil  society

in the region since the beginning of 2021:

“Building partnerships with

political parties, CSOs and

municipalities in KZN”

 

A Civil Society Briefing session on the

2021 Local Government Elections, was

held on the 28th April 2021 in partnership

with the IEC. (Elangeni Hotel,  and

Virtually)

Elections Roundtable: On Electoral

Accountability, Reform and Voter

Turnout on the 29th April 2021. (Elangeni

Hotel and virtually)

Youth Participation in Policy and

Development was hosted in partnership

with the Mail and Guardian and streaming

live on the 27th May 2021 with panelists:

Tessa Dooms, Pearl Pillay, and Christal

Duncan Williams. 
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In February, we unpacked the 2021 State

of the Nation Address with expects/

analysts such as the renowned Aubrey

Matshiqi,  Sanusha Naidu as well as our in-

house analyst,  Sphamandla Mhlongo. This

webinar was attended by more than 100

people, as it  streamed live on the 18th of

February 2021.

On the 31st March 2021, we hosted a

“Protest Free Elections” Seminar in

partnership with the IEC. (at the DDP

House, and virtually)

Above: Delegates at the DDP Ethical Leadership
workshop held at Elangeni Hotel in Durban 17-18

May 2021.

Above: Political Parties Communications Officers at
the DDP political parties workshop at Elangeni Hotel,

26 Feb 2021.



Covid19 vaccine rollout

SONA 

Return to school for tertiary students

amid covid19

State of politics in SA

2021 Elections readiness-IEC

Human rights amid growing inequality

Reflecting on the 2021 Budget priorities

In 2021, we have worked with the following

community radio stations and we delivered

35 radio engagements in partnerships with

the following stations broadcasting in all

townships in KZN, rural surroundings as

well as the greater Durban area.

·Intokozo FM – reaching 100 000 people 

·Inanda FM- reaching 160 000 people 

·Siyathuthuka FM-  reaching 80 000

·Itheku FM- reaching 80 000

·Vibe FM- reaching 250 000

Topics covered included: 

 

In preparation for the 2021 Local

Government Elections, we have a hosted

series of engagements in line with our

elections work. All these engagements were

done in partnership with the Independent

Electoral Commission (IEC)ie, Elections

roundtables.  

Since the elections will  be held later this

year, we will  continue with our

engagements that are geared towards

educating citizens on the importance of

voting and making each vote count.   

DDP MID-YEAR REPORT 2021

Above: Talk show host Faith Ngidi at Intokozo FM,
the partner radio station for DDP. 
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c. DDP Community radio program 

Elaborating on the theme of the year:

We have developed a very intimate and

mutually beneficial partnership with the

community radio stations in KZN, which

has grown massively over the years and our

interventions have greatly contributed

towards elevating the status of each

community radio station that we work with

as a visible platform for critical

engagement.

Above: Mbalenhle Mkhize, DDP, Mxolisi Nyuswa,
Violence Monitoring (GCF) Sphamandla Mhlongo

and Malusi Msomi, IEC Ethekwini at the DDP
elections roundtable in Durban 29 April 2021. 

"The decline of service delivery protests is
the rise of voter turnout and the rise of

many voices that have been earmarked for
many years in South Africa". 

 

d. Elections Readiness

The IEC thrives for maximum voter

participation as this will  reflect what is

expressed in the ballot box by the majority

of South African citizens. The community

at large need to be educated on the

processes that are involved in the

completion of projects that are aligned to

the service delivery issues that they

encounter and understand the steps to be

followed in raising issues and following up

on the progress of those issues, which will

eliminate the need for a protest.  And also

be educated on how to observe elections

and monitor violence that may or may not

erupt before, during, and after an election.  
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  n organization that prioritizes the youth

development agenda makes a profitable

investment in the future of its country.

That organization should be leading shifts

that make way for youth development,

advocating and equipping young people

with necessary skills that promotes growth

and developing their capacity to take

charge of the affairs in their own county.

This could be done through leadership

training, knowledge generation and

dissemination as well as facilitating

platforms for them to engage in

governance and development processes.

 

The Democracy Development Program is

an organization that foresee a future with

young people that acquire critical thinking

skills,  extensive political development and

can drive policy shifts to achieve a

sustainable economy and contribute

positively to the youth development

agenda. DDP holds interventions that

mobilise, educate, and activate the youth to

become change agents in their

communities,  become active citizens,

participation and promoting youth civic

and political engagement.

5th Annual Youth Indaba

28 May 2021: Pietermaritzburg (Bassie

Head Library)

02 June 2021: Umhlabuyalingana

(Kwalulwane Community Hall)

15 June 2021: Mkhambathini (Abebhaza

Community Hall)

16 June 2021: Inanda (Bhambayi)

DDP hosted its youth conference under the

theme “amplifying youth potential:

promoting youth civic and political

engagement”.  This was held on the 10th of

June 2021 at Elangeni Hotel,  attended by

young people between the ages of 18 – 35

years, from across all  fields of work

(political parties,  government institutions,

entrepreneurs, academics, and the civil

society).  The conversation was guided by

the following themes: enhancing youth

participation and representation in local

government and cultivating a youth-

friendly economy towards sustainable

growth. This was organized by young

people in the organization, coordinated by

DDP’s Partner Liaison and Development

Officer Mbalenhle Mkhize and the panel of

speakers were under the age of 33 years,

who engaged meaningfully on the above-

mentioned thematic areas. 

Community Youth Dialogues

The organization has held several dialogues

during the youth month in the below-

outlined areas: 

"If we are to reach real peace in this
world, we shall begin with Youth"

 
Mahatma Gandhi

DDP MID-YEAR REPORT 2021

Exploring our work with young people and expanding our reach.
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3. DDP YOUTH PROGRAM  

Above: Delegates at the DDP Youth dialogue held at
Kwamhlabuyalingana on the 2nd June 2021. 

A



UPCOMING
YOUTH

COMMUNITY
DIALOGUES 
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Above: Thembile Ndlovu, from Engage SA, Buhlebuyeza Motsemme, and Vuyo Futshane during a
panel discussion at the DDP 5th Annual Youth Indaba, 10 June 2021, Elangeni Hotel 

Youth Indaba in partnership with the

Adams Mission SOS Centre, 26 June

2021 (Adams Mission Hoskin Ground)

Dialogue in partnership with Pongolo

Local Municipality and the National

Youth Development Agency, 30 June

2021 (Belgrade Community Hall)

Dialogue in partnership with the Dr.

Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma Local

Municipality Youth Council,  (Date: TBC)

at Bulwer Community Hall

These dialogues followed the themes;

promoting youth civic and political

engagement, developing leaders for a

changing world, and growing youth

employment for an inclusive and

transformed society. 



DDP PROJECTS 04

Activate, Educate , Mobilize Page   |  12



Research initiatives to provide the

necessary accurate data needed to

develop long-term strategies to deal

with issues of xenophobia.

Training of local media to report

sensitively and responsibly on matters

of xenophobic violence and African

migrants in South Africa.

Capacitating civil  society organizations

as facilitators of dialogues between

government, African migrants,  their

South African hosts,  and local

communities.

Organize networking sessions for civil

society organizations to exchange

project experiences and deepen

cooperation. 

Project's Implementation Sites:  

     he Migration Project is an initiative of the European
Union, facilitated by the Democracy Development Program,
an NGO based in Durban that works to help deepen the
practice of democracy in the country. The objective of the
Migration Project is to contribute towards the improved
community interrelationships and reduced conflicts in
KwaZulu-Natal through socio-economic cooperation between
African Migrants and their local host communities thus
lessening the xenophobic tendencies in the Durban Metro
area. This is achievable through:

The project’s activities are implemented in

five locations which are considered

hotspots for violence directed towards

immigrants.  The five locations are

KwaMashu, KwaMakhutha, Umlazi,

Sydenham, and Isipingo.

Completed activities thus far:

1.DDP-Internews Journalist Workshop

DDP’s Migration Project partnered with

Internews South Africa to train journalists

from different parts of South Africa and

the SADC region. The training/workshop

was titled “Changing the Narrative About

Migrants in South Africa and SADC”. 

The workshop took place in Durban, from

the 22nd to the 25th of February 2021. The

aim of the workshop was to equip

journalists with skills,  attitudes, and

knowledge to improve their quality of

reporting, specifically relating to migration

and migrants.  

2 .Community Survey

In March 2021, the project conducted a

community survey in the five project sites.

Sampling both the South African localhost

and African migrants,  the study aimed to

get both quantitative and qualitative data

for the indicators which would assist

measure the project’s impact.  

"Fostering improved long-
term cooperation and
business skills transfer

between African migrants
and the local communities

they have settled in" 

DDP MID-YEAR REPORT 2021

Above:  Data collectors during an induction
workshop for the Migration Project hosted at

the DDP seminar room in Durban. 
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4. DDP PROJECTS  
The European Union funded Migration Project 

T
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The study wanted to uncover attitudes

towards African migrants on the side of the

host communities and African migrants

towards their South African local

counterparts.  The exercise also aimed to

measure the goodness of the relationships

between locals and migrants,  to explore the

extent of xenophobic attitudes and how

safe and included in the community

African migrants feel.  The data collected

will  also assist in designing interventions

such as relevant advocacy material.

3. Mapping Research of African Migrants

A study to map African migrants in the five

communities was done in March 2021. The

aim of the study was to locate African

migrants’  entrepreneurial activities in the

project sites.  The exercise aimed to provide

implementers with a resource that will

inform potential existing and future

similar interventions focusing on different

aspects of migration, informal businesses,

and migrants.  The study also wanted to

uncover the challenges, concerns, and

status of African migrant businesses.

Meet the
Migration

Project 
 Team 

Mr. Wiseman Mavundla  
Project Coordinator 

Ms. Noluthando Lamula
Communications Officer 

Ms. Noxolo Sithole 
Project Admin AssistantMrs. Nontobeko Zuke  

Project administrator 
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Above: Delegates at the Internews Journalist
workshop at Elangeni Hotel in Durban.  
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4.Migration Project Stakeholder event and

Media Launch

The Migration project launch workshop

that took place on the 29th of April ,  aimed

to engage and introduce the project to

stakeholders that are involved in issues of

racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia,

and related intolerance. The stakeholders

invited included, Media, Civil Society

Organizations, Duty Bearers,  Political

Leaders, Social Cohesion Councils,  and

Religious Leaders. The preliminary reports

of the mapping research and the

community survey were also delivered to

the stakeholders.

Ms. Lilly Hlophe  
Project Manager 



KEY DDP HIGHLIGHTS 05

Activate, Educate , Mobilize 
Page   |  15



5. KEY DDP
HIGHLIGHTS 
5.1. Our Emerging partnership
with uPhongolo Municipality 

1 Youth Engagement – Consisting of a Youth

Dialogue, Possible Career Expo, Business

opportunities and etc. 

     partnership can be defined as a collaborative

relationship between organizations. The purpose of

this relationship is to work towards shared goals

through a division of labor that all parties agree on.

Partnerships are a complex vehicle for delivering

practical solutions to societal and community

issues. The Democracy Development Program’s

Partner Liaison Officer Mbalenhle Mkhize and the

two Associates Facilitators Melusi Mahlaba and

Wiseman Dlamini had a meeting with Municipal

Officials at Phongolo Municipality. This meeting

was to look at the possibility of extending the

organization's footprint in the province and

strengthening relationships with partners outside

the civil society umbrella.

The discussion was around the work of DDP; where

it started, where we are, and where we are going as

an organization. This also gave us an opportunity to

talk about the various activities that DDP has done

over the years; community dialogues, public

forums, workshops, and conferences of a different

nature speaking to democracy, active citizenship,

good governance, etc. The team from Phongolo

gave us a background of their Municipality, the

type of community there is in Phongolo, their

developmental goals, etc. The key discussions were

to pilot a few interventions as a start to our

relationship and below is a summary of what was

discussed. 

Key Discussions

Proposed areas of work: 

Various Civic Education Dialogues – Focusing

on Governance, Voter Education, Democracy

Development and etc

1 Women’s Engagement – Focusing on Women

Empowerment, GBV and etc. 

N.B. The duration, date, and times for the above

initiatives will be decided on by both teams. 

Outcomes of the meeting: 

The two partners were happy to pilot a few projects

together to solidify the relationship. DDP’s Partner

Liaison and Development Officer has been

constantly liaising with the Municipal Officials and

Consultant. The Municipality did share with DDP

an MOU and both partners are in the process of

signing the MOU.
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5.2. African Peer Review
Mechanism 

Youth Political Participation 

The APRM is Africa’s premier governance self-
assessment and promotion tool. Established in 2003, it
aims to improve governance on the continent by
fostering the adoption of policies, standards, and
practices that lead to political stability, economic
growth, sustainable development, and accelerated sub-
regional and continental economic integration, through
the reinforcement of best practices.

DDP Senior Programs Officer, Sphamandla Mhlongo
contributed to the APRM in South Africa 2020/2021 on
Youth Political Participation.

Sphamandla Mhlongo - Senior
Programs Officer 

DDP MID-YEAR REPORT 2021
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5.3. African
Development Bank 

Strengthening Institutional Capacities for Inclusive
Development in Post-COVID-19 Africa” 

In March 2021, the Democracy Development Program (DDP)
was invited by the African Development Institute (ADI) of the
Africa Development Bank (AfDB), to participate in a
continental dialogue that focused on a topic titled;
“Strengthening Institutional Capacities for Inclusive
Development in Post-COVID-19 Africa” Our Executive
Director, Dr. Paul Kariuki presented a session on the role of
civil society in promoting and strengthening institutional
capacities for inclusive development in Post-Africa, with
reference to South Africa. 

The two-day seminar brought together about 543 participants
from over 58 countries. Since then, the DDP has been
privileged to participate in several similar dialogues locally and
nationally, invited by the eThekwini municipality and
nationally by the AFDB civil society unity based in Pretoria as
well as the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) secretariat.
The DDP has been introduced to another network of civil
society organizations that participate actively in policy
conversations on various themes locally and continentally. The
relationships will continue adding value to DDP’s work as a
convener of meaningful transformational political and civic
dialogues, that aim at consolidating democracy in our country

Dr. Paul Kariuki - Executive Director  

DDP MID-YEAR REPORT 2021

Page   | 18



#MyVoteCounts.  DDP is growing her partnership
footprint not only in the KZN province but nationally as
shown in Figure 1 below. 

Our partnerships have increased, and we are now working
with organizations such as Phongolo Municipality,
Northern KZN, Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma District
Municipality, the University of Mpumalanga in the
Mpumalanga province, as well as the Eastern Cape
province. 

DDP MID-YEAR REPORT 2021

Figure 1: DDP Footprint 

Page   |  19

5.4 DDP Footprint  



5.5. Our Impact Stories 
Exploring the impact of our work through individuals and organizations

making a difference in their communities 
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Left:  Khanya Viliakazi, Facilitator, DDP
partner, University of Mpumalanga.

Khanya Vilakazi is a Ph.D. candidate who holds a

Master's Degree in Political Sciences from the

University of KwaZulu Natal. He is currently

working for the University of Mpumalanga as a

Lecture. 

His relationship with the Democracy Development

Program (DDP) began a few years ago when he was

still a Junior Researcher for the Center for

Community Based Research at the Human Sciences

Research Council (HSRC) where he was working on

a number of projects in different communities. 

"The key thing, was for us as the HSRC to find an

organization that is embedded in society, especially

when it came to community development, political

motivation, and an overall understanding of the

dynamics of citizen engagement and voter

education, and we found DDP. 

It is the work of the DDP that attracted us to the

organization, its methodology, and the facilitation

styles". he said. 

  

 

DDP has done a number of community, political,

and youth dialogues in various communities

around the KZN region, and as an organization that

has been around for more than 2 decades, we are

always looking at creative ways of expanding our

reach, not only in the province but throughout the

country.  

With a partner that is based in a different province,

and is always willing to participate in our work, that

goal can be reached. 

Vilakazi has published 3 articles in our recently

published compendiums, he has facilitated

workshops, chaired sessions at our engagements

and attended a number of our dialogues. 

His interests in voter apathy, young voters, and the

overall political landscape of voting make him one

of our potential partners for our University-based

student dialogue program.   

  

Activating; Educating &
Mobilizing Citizens 
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DDP engagementsare now held both inperson and Virtuallyand are streamed liveon zoom due to
covid19 restrictions

in venues. 

22 July 2021 - Political Summit -

Elangeni Hotel and Virtually

Other Conferences 

Women's Conference 

Civic Education Conference 

Local Government Conference,

etc .   

 

Capacity Building Workshops

Political parties and LG

elections 

CSO's  and electoral

observation and violence

monitoring 

 

Community Dialogues

Civic education 

Youth dialogues  
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ENGAGEMENTS 
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Also find us : @ddpdemocracy | DDP_Democracy 


