
NEWSLETTER
 D E M O C R A C Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O G R A M

As we usher in 2026, I’m pleased to welcome you to the first-quarter edition of the Democracy Development
Program newsletter. This is an election year—a pivotal moment in our democratic journey and a powerful
opportunity for citizens to shape the future of our country. Our 2026 theme, “Your Vote, Your Voice, Make it
Count!”, captures the urgency of this moment. 

Elections are more than a constitutional exercise; they are a bold expression of the people’s will. Every vote
matters. Every voice counts. Together, they uphold accountability and democratic integrity.

Throughout the year, the Democracy Development Program will champion voter education, civic engagement,
and transparent, peaceful elections. 

We call on all citizens, especially young people, first-time voters, and marginalised communities, to claim this
moment: engage, ask questions, participate, and vote. Democracy doesn’t live only on election day; it’s
sustained every day. Your participation is your power. Your vote is your voice, make it count.

Your Vote, Your Voice - Make it Count!:

Activate, Mobilize, Educate

Welcoming 2026: Advancing Democratic
Participation in an Election Year.
 By DDP Team 

ABOVE: DDP Executive Director, Dr Paul Kariuki 

DIRECTORS NOTE
Dr. Paul Kariuki, Executive Director of the DDP
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Activate, Mobilize, Educate

The Democracy Development Program (DDP) convened a dynamic
and future‑focused strategic engagement session on 10 February
2026 at its Durban offices, bringing together 30 key partners,
associate facilitators, and stakeholders. The gathering set the stage
for a collective examination of DDP’s 2026 workplan under the
powerful theme: “Your Vote, Your Voice – Make It Count!”

Designed as an inclusive space for reflection and forward planning,
the session encouraged open dialogue and collaboration.

Read more 

DDP Hosts Strategic
Engagement Session to
Unpack 2026 Workplan

Black History Month Lecture

KEY DDP HIGHLIGHTS 

Nelson Mandela University hosted a thought‑provoking Black
History Month Lecture on February 18th, bringing together
scholars, practitioners, and community leaders to reflect on the
enduring role of people of African descent in shaping America’s
economic, social, and intellectual landscape.

The event, themed “The role played by people of African descent
in America’s prosperity: Past and present contributions,” offered
a deep, historically grounded analysis of African and
African‑American influence on the United States; stretching from
the era of enslavement to contemporary movements for equality
and justice.

The keynote address was delivered by Dr Paul Kariuki, Executive
Director of the Democracy Development Program (DDP), KZN. 

Read more ABOVE: Prof Mngomezulu and Dr. Paul
Kariuki with colleagues at the Lecture. 

ABOVE:  DDP Partners and Associates at
the Strategic Engagement Session 

“This session is about strengthening our collective
impact through open dialogue, shared learning, and

purposeful partnerships,”

 — Statement from Dr Kariuki’s opening address at the
Stakeholder's Engagement Session. 

Dr Paul Kariuki, formally opened the session,
welcomed delegates and set the purpose and

context of the engagement. In his opening
remarks, Dr Kariuki outlined the objectives of the

session and emphasized the importance of
collaboration, strategic alignment, and
meaningful stakeholder participation in

advancing the work of DDP.
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https://ddp.org.za/our-work/cso-mentoring-and-strengthening-program/ddp-hosts-strategic-engagement-session-to-unpack-2026-workplan-your-vote-your-voice-make-it-count
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https://ddp.org.za/our-work/citizen-engagement-program/ddp-executive-director-delivers-keynote-at-nelson-mandela-universitys-black-history-month-lecture


Activate, Mobilize, Educate

The Democracy Development Program (DDP) convened its
Annual Post‑SONA Forum at the Elangeni Hotel on 26
February 2026, bringing together analysts, activists, and
ordinary citizens to critically evaluate President Cyril
Ramaphosa’s State of the Nation Address. 

Facilitated by Sphamandla Mhlongo, the gathering created
a dynamic space for South Africans to reflect on the
promises, implications, and shortcomings of SONA 2026.

Opening the discussion, Mhlongo reminded participants
that the President’s address marks the beginning, not the
conclusion, of democratic engagement.

Read more

DDP Hosts Annual Post
SONA Forum

International Women’s Day 2026
The Democracy Development Programme (DDP), in partnership with the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature, successfully
hosted an International Women’s Day (IWD) 2026 celebration in Durban under the global theme “Rights. Justice.
Action – For All Women and Girls.” The event brought together women leaders, councillors, legislators, academics, and
civil society organisations to reflect on progress and strengthen collective action for gender equality.

Convened by DDP and the Multiparty Women's Caucus of the KZN Legislature, the programme focused on translating
commitments to women’s rights into practical, local-level action, particularly within municipalities where women and
girls often experience the greatest barriers to safety, justice, and participation.

Read more 

ABOVE:  Delegates and speaker at the 2026 International Women's Day Forum

ABOVE: DDP team, with speackers and
delegates at the annual SONA Forum, 2026

“This session is about strengthening our collective
impact through open dialogue, shared learning, and

purposeful partnerships,”

 — Statement from Dr Kariuki’s opening address at the
Stakeholder's Engagement Session. 
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https://ddp.org.za/our-work/citizen-engagement-program/ddp-hosts-annual-post-sona-forum-as-citizens-question-the-realities-behind-the-2026-state-of-the-nation-address
https://ddp.org.za/our-work/women-in-politics/ddp-and-kzn-legislature-mark-international-womens-day-2026-with-call-for-rights-justice-and-action
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Empowering Local Communities

Activate, Mobilize, Educate

MOBILIZING COMMUNITIES IN PREPARATION FOR THE #LGE2026
As local government elections draw closer, active community mobilization becomes essential to ensuring
informed participation and inclusive democratic processes. This section highlights the efforts underway to
engage communities, raise awareness about the importance of local governance, and equip residents with
the knowledge and confidence needed to take part in the upcoming LG Elections.

7 Local Government and Civic
Education Dialogues completed

this quarter. 

Working with our partners from
eThekwini Municipality,  Msunduzi
Local Municipality, Msinga Local

Municipality and areas at under the
Ilembe District Municipality. 

Following a successful and well-
attended inception workshop, we

have since facilitated two Civic
Education Dialogues, one in Inanda

and another in uMlazi. 

This project, funded by SJI, focuses
on youth crime prevention through

inclusive and community-driven
dialogue.

To date,our Migration  work has
included one workshop aimed at re-

engaging and aligning committee
members, as well as a migration-

focused conference held at Ntuzuma A
Hall. These initiatives were designed to

strengthen coordination, share key
information, and reinforce collective

commitment to the migration agenda.

IEC Youth Engagement Session 

DDP participated in the Youth Engagement Session hosted by the

IEC. This session brought together prominent young leaders from

across sectors, equipping them with the knowledge and tools to

better understand voter registration, electoral processes, and

meaningful democratic participation.

By strengthening their understanding of the electoral system,

these young leaders are better positioned to take this information

back to their constituencies, fostering informed communities and

encouraging active citizenship ahead of the elections.

ABOVE: Delegates at the IEC Youth
Session in Umhlanga. 

ABOVE:Delegates actively engaging with communities during multiple outreach sessions, building
relationships, sharing perspectives, and working together toward positive community outcomes.
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DDP PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTS AND MEDIA
HIGHLIGHTS

Since the beginning of 2026, the DDP has

maintained a consistent and visible media

presence as part of its broader public

engagement strategy, using a range of platforms

to advance dialogue on democratic governance,

accountability, and civic participation.

 DDP representatives have participated in radio

and television interviews to provide expert

commentary on current political and

governance developments, while also

contributing opinion pieces and

thought‑leadership articles to print and online

media to unpack complex democratic issues for

a wider audience.

The DDP is proud to present its
latest anthology, The G20 in
Focus: An Anthology of African
Analyses, Priorities, and
Pathways

This collection brings together
insightful contributions from
esteemed authors and series
editors, capturing the defining
moments of the 2025 G20
Summit

Download your free copy here

Our Executive Director, Dr Paul Kariuki, continues to contribute

meaningfully to public discourse on democracy, governance, and

constitutionalism.Dr Kariuki has published a series of insightful

articles in the Democracy Delivered Newsletter by CREDO at the

University of Stellenbosch, offering thoughtful analysis on key

democratic developments and policy debates.

See articles here 

In addition, Dr Kariuki provides weekly analysis interviews on the

Voice of the Cape Radio, where he unpacks current political and

governance issues, making complex topics accessible to a wider

audience.

Activate, Mobilize, Educate

ABOVE: Dele
Sessi

ABOVE: Dr. Paul Kariuki during media
interview.

We are proud to share that DDP’s work is featured in
numerous news publications such as KZN Namuhla

newspaper, The Witness and others since the
beginning of 2026. 
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https://ddp.org.za/resources/publications/the-g20-in-focus-an-anthology-of-african-analyses-priorities-and-pathways
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ddp-democracy-955369127/recent-activity/all/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ddp-democracy-955369127/recent-activity/all/


INTRODUCING OUR NEW DDP TEAM
MEMBERS

We are pleased to formally introduce the newest members of our DDP team. They bring a range of
expertise and a strong commitment to our standards of excellence. We look forward to their valuable
contributions and the positive impact they will make as they integrate into their roles.

Thabile Mdhluli is a master’s candidate in Political Sciences at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN). She holds an Honours degree in
Political Sciences from UKZN and an undergraduate degree in Political
Sciences and History from the University of Zululand.

Thabile is passionate about youth development and believes that young
people should be given the opportunity to lead and actively participate in
key decision-making processes that shape their futures. 

Thabile is committed to driving meaningful change and aspires to
contribute to building inclusive and representative political systems in
South Africa and beyond.

Activate, Mobilize, Educate

Sandile is a driven and confident accounts intern with extensive involvement
across various organizations, which has strengthened his adaptability and
professional maturity. Known for his reliability and positive energy, Sandile
builds strong relationships and works effectively within diverse teams.

 Passionate about accounting and continuous growth, he is committed to
becoming a well-rounded professional who adds measurable value

ABOVE: Thabile Mdhluli,
Communications Strategist 

ABOVE: Sandile Gamede,
Accounting Assistant 
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F O L L O W  U S  O N  O U R  S O C I A L  M E D I A  P A G E S
@ D D P D E M O C R C Y  O R  @ D D P _ D E M O C R A C Y  

&

A C C E S S  O U R  P U B L I C A T I O N S  A N D  B L O G  H E R E .

ABOVE: Delegates during panel session

As the Ntuzuma Youth Crime Prevention Desk,
we deeply thank you for your hospitality and for

hosting us.

-Facebook Comment on our post for the
Migration Conference. 

Activate, Mobilize, Educate

CONCLUSION 

 Stay tuned for our upcoming workshops, Community
Dialogues and conferences. 

Capacity: Justice of the Constitutional Court
Appointed to the ConCourt: 2017
Further appointments: Appointed to the SCA (Permanent
Appointment) 2010
First appointed as a judge: 01-01-2000 to the KwaZulu-
Natal High Court

# YourVoteYourVoiceMakeitCount

Justice Theron holds BA and LLB degrees from the
University of KwaZulu-Natal and an LLM from Georgetown
University in the United States. She practised as an
advocate at the KwaZulu-Natal Bar from 1991 to 1999,
before high court acting stints in KZN and the Eastern
Cape. In 1999 Theron was permanently appointed to the
KwaZulu-Natal high court where she served until 2010. The
end of the decade saw Theron acting at the Supreme Court
of Appeal, to which she was permanently appointed in
2010.

JUSTICE THERON JOINS THE DDP BOARD

ABOVE: Judge L V (Leona) Theron

As South Africa enters a pivotal election year, the DDP is
committed to helping citizens participate meaningfully
in democratic life. 

From community dialogues and youth engagement to
policy analysis and public discourse, the work
highlighted in this edition reflects a shared belief that
democracy is strongest when people are informed,
engaged, and empowered. 

We extend our gratitude to our partners, stakeholders,
and communities who continue to walk this journey with
us.
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